
�	 A Reporter’s Guide to Wildland Fire

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Section I: Introduction: Getting Beyond Incendiary Rhetoric................................................................ 3
War Metaphor................................................................................................................................................... 3
Catastrophe Mentality...................................................................................................................................... 4
Usual Suspects: Villainous Wildfire, Victimized Homeowners, Valorized Firefighters................................... 5

Section II: Fireside Chats: Getting Beyond Official Sources for Information and Interviews........ 6
Wildland Firefighters....................................................................................................................................... 6
Fire Scientists and Fire Ecologists................................................................................................................... 7
Local Homeowners and Community Members............................................................................................... 7
Small Business Owners.................................................................................................................................... 7
Conservation Volunteers and Timber Workers................................................................................................. 8

Section III: Smoke Reports: Covering Underreported Issues............................................................. 9
Risks to Firefighter Safety................................................................................................................................ 9
Taxpayer Costs of Fighting Fire..................................................................................................................... 10
Environmental Impacts of Firefighting.......................................................................................................... 11
Benefits of Prescribed Burning and Wildland Fire Use................................................................................. 12
Role of Climate Change in Large Wildfires................................................................................................... 13
Influence of Commercial Logging and Livestock Grazing on Wildfire......................................................... 13

Section IV: Questioning Authority: Asking Critical Questions of Government Fire Officials....... 15
Firelines.......................................................................................................................................................... 15
Chemical Fire Retardants............................................................................................................................... 16
Suppression Firing Operations (Backfires and Burnouts).............................................................................. 16
Fire Suppression Costs................................................................................................................................... 17
Suppression Strategy and Rationale............................................................................................................... 17
Post-Fire Rehabilitation................................................................................................................................. 17

Section V: Fire Watch: Monitoring Wildfires on the Web................................................................. 19
Inciweb........................................................................................................................................................... 20
Incident Management Situation Reports........................................................................................................ 23
Fire News....................................................................................................................................................... 25
National Fire News........................................................................................................................................ 28
National Incident Information Center............................................................................................................ 30
The Morning Report....................................................................................................................................... 32
Wildland Fire Statistics.................................................................................................................................. 33
Historical Incident ICS-209s.......................................................................................................................... 33
Table I: Wildfire Monitoring Websites........................................................................................................... 36

Section VI: Burning Issues: Essential Fire Ecology Terms and Concepts..................................... 38
Fire Ecology................................................................................................................................................... 38
Fire Triangle and Fire Environment............................................................................................................... 38
Fire Behavior and Fire Effects....................................................................................................................... 38
Fire Risk and Fire Hazard.............................................................................................................................. 38
Fire Types: Ground, Surface, Crown Fires..................................................................................................... 39
Fire Intensity and Fire Severity...................................................................................................................... 39
Fire Management........................................................................................................................................... 40
Fire Regimes.................................................................................................................................................. 40
Fire Return Interval........................................................................................................................................ 40
Fire-Adapted Species..................................................................................................................................... 41

Section VII: All the Words Fit to Print: New Fire Management Terminology................................ 42
Section VIII: Conclusion.................................................................................................................... 43


