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Summary of Position Paper on the Role of Fire in Carbon Management

We, the Association for Fire Ecology, submit that:

1. Wildfire is a natural, non-anthropogenic component of the Earth’s carbon cycle;

2. Wildfire is critical to many ecosystems with fire-adapted species that provide valuable ecosystem services;

3. Wildfire cannot be fully prevented, suppressed, or excluded no matter how great the effort;

4. Prescribed, controlled fires and low-intensity wildfires are necessary to reduce the risk of the high-intensity mega-wildfires that emit the most greenhouse gases;

5. Prescribed, controlled fires and low-intensity wildfires are necessary to promote increased, long-term carbon storage in U.S. forests by promoting the growth of larger, healthier trees;

6. Current scientific estimates of carbon emissions from forest fires are too rudimentary to be used in carbon accounting efforts; and, as such,  

7. Wildfire and prescribed, controlled fires should be exempted from efforts to curb greenhouse gas emissions, and particularly carbon emissions, in temperate forests of the U.S.

