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Preparedness Level 5 

Fire activity in the West spiked June 20-22 when thunderstorms, many of which had little or no moisture, moved across much of northern California.  Within 72 hours, more than 1,300 new fires had been reported. 

The National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group (NMAC) moved to a Preparedness Level 5 (PL-5) at 0530 on Tuesday, July 1, based on the current and potential fire activity in California and other parts of the country.  PL-5 is the highest preparedness level and reflects the resource commitment, complexity and severity of fire activity and resource commitments across the nation. 
NMAC determined it was appropriate to elevate the preparedness level for several reasons.

· Large fire activity is occurring in several Geographic Areas – Northern California, Southern California, the Southwest and South, and is expected to increase in the next few weeks in other areas.  Other Geographic Areas, including the Great Basin, Northern Rockies and Northwest, are only in the early stages of their fire season.  The long-range weather forecast calls for hot and dry conditions across most of the West, increasing the potential for increased fire activity.

· Many of the existing fires in Northern California have the potential to burn through much of the summer, and into the fall, until rainfall increases.  Eighty-four fires in California are currently unstaffed.
· There is a heavy commitment of crews and other resources to California, stretching the national response capability.  The situation in California, particularly the northern part of the state, is perhaps unprecedented and the needs for crews, aircraft, equipment and support are already acute. 

· The rate of “unable to fill” orders is increasing, especially for mid-level managers and some aviation positions.  Crews are also in high demand and not all orders for them can be filled. 
· NMAC is concerned about crew fatigue.  The most challenging part of the season may yet lie ahead, but many fire crews have already completed one or more rotations.  
· When the preparedness level is increased to five, resulting news coverage can help the public to understand the severity of the fire season and encourages people to be cautious with fire, and take steps that will help protect their property from wildfire. 

· President Bush declared a state of emergency for seven counties in central and northern California, illustrating the severity of the fire situation. 

· Military assets are already assisting (eight helicopters and eight MAFFS units). 





