Enclosure 3 – 2008 Motorized Equipment/Mechanical Transport Direction
I.
Administrative Use of Motorized Equipment and Mechanical Transport
A. Delegation to Deputy and Acting Forest Supervisors:  Delegations of authority to Forest Supervisors who have had the requisite wilderness stewardship training conducted by the Carhart Center includes Deputy Forest Supervisors per FSM 1236.41 and Acting Forest Supervisors filling a detail assignment, provided they have completed the wilderness stewardship training.  

Any approval of the use of motorized equipment or mechanical transport for administrative purposes (e.g rock drill, generator, helicopter, chainsaw for such projects as trail and bridge repair, etc.) by Forest Supervisors will be their decision and must be based on law, regulation, and policy regarding responsible wilderness stewardship.  

B.   Process for Approval:   In accepting this delegation, Forest Supervisors must ensure that each decision to use motorized equipment or mechanical transport be analyzed and documented through use of the Minimum Requirements Decision Guide (MRDG).  Accordingly, any approved action requiring use of motorized equipment or mechanical transport in wilderness shall have been determined to be the minimum necessary for administration of the area to meet the purposes of the Wilderness Act.  Line Officers are responsible for reviewing the proposal, understanding the need, protecting the resource, providing for safety, and being accountable for these decisions.

Approval decisions will be:  a) entered into the forest’s Infra-Wild database; and b) all approvals, including MRDG documentation, must be forwarded to the Regional Office (to the attention of the Wilderness Program Leader) via email or hard copy in a timely manner.  The Wilderness Program Leader is available to review any draft MRDGs.  

The Minimum Requirements Decision Guide process and documentation, as well as additional information, can be found at www.wilderness.net.  

Forest Service policy does not allow managers to base a decision to approve a generally prohibited use, such as the use of motorized equipment or mechanical transport, solely on a rationale that the method or tool is quicker, cheaper, and easier (FSM 2320.6).
II.
Emergency Use of Motorized Equipment and Mechanical Transport 
A.  Delegations to Acting District Rangers:  Forest Supervisors’ authority to delegate emergency use of motorized equipment and mechanical transport to district rangers includes authority to delegate such decisions to Acting District Rangers per FSM 1236.51, provided they have attended the wilderness stewardship training described above. 
B.  Emergency Fire Suppression:  Specific to emergency fire suppression, the types of motorized equipment and mechanical transport included in this delegation are:

1. Helicopter landings

2. Chainsaw use

3. Small portable pump use

4. Dropping from airplanes or helicopters:

a. Personnel (smokejumpers and rapellers)

b. Supplies and equipment, to include:

i. Air tanker/heli-tanker drops of retardant or water

ii. Helicopter sling loads, bucket drops, and plastic spheres

iii. Paracargo

C. Other Considerations:  

a.
Categories that may constitute emergencies include fire suppression, health and safety, law enforcement involving serious crime or fugitive pursuit, removal of deceased persons, and aircraft accident investigations.

b. It is expected that a Wilderness Resource Advisor (WRA) will be identified and assigned by the appropriate agency administrator to work with incident management organizations performing wildland fire suppression activities in Wilderness.  WRAs can be helpful in determining the appropriate response to situations involving “inescapable urgency” and “temporary need for speed beyond that available by primitive means”.  WRAs used for this purpose should have taken the National WRA training.  Attachment B identifies WRAs available in Region 5, and their qualifications.  

Minimum Impact Suppression Tactics (MIST) will be considered in fire suppression decision-making processes.  Note that MIST are to be applied as appropriate in view of the fire behavior, fuels, terrain, resistance to control, and identified suppression objectives.

III.
Use of Bulldozers
A.  General Considerations:  The use of bulldozers in wilderness is a very unsatisfactory option and should only be considered and utilized when it is absolutely necessary.  When planning the location of dozer lines in designated wilderness, it is vitally important to:

· Protect the wilderness resources to the greatest extent possible by confining, constraining, and limiting dozer use

· Reduce visual impacts

· Utilize existing dozer lines or roads wherever possible
B.  Process for Approval:  When the use of a bulldozer is considered necessary as part of emergency fire suppression activities, a request for such use must be made to the Regional Forester with as much lead time as possible.  The process is as follows:

1. Contact the Regional Wilderness Program Manager, Jeff Vail via email or (w) 707-562-8837 or (c) 202-549-9258 to initiate the approval process.  If the Wilderness Program Manager cannot be reached, alternate contacts include:
Valerie Guardia, Deputy Director - (w) 707-562-8658, (c) 707-246-3226, or
Marlene Finley, Director - (w) 707-562-8856, (c) 707-246-9644.

2. The following information needs to be provided as part of the request:

a. A copy of the Wildland Fire Situation Analysis (WFSA)

b. Location:  Provide a map showing the fire boundary, Wilderness boundary, and proposed dozer line(s).  If maps cannot be immediately provided, please provide Township, Range, and Section information. 

c. Briefly describe the proposed action (including location, width, length, and number of dozer lines; vegetation type(s); topography; and location of dozer lines on the ground (i.e. ridgetop?  midslope?)) and anticipated impacts, if any, to archeological resources, threatened and endangered species, and any other resources or property of concern.  

d. Briefly describe the “inescapable urgency”, including the consequences of not using dozers in this wilderness at this time and alternatives outside of wilderness that were considered but deemed unsatisfactory.

e. Describe the estimated timeframes for initiation of the action, that is, when do you foresee needing to begin the action (within the hour?  1 day?  5 days?).

f. Briefly describe the estimated scope, cost, and complexity of required rehabilitation measures.

g. Provide the name and phone number of a contact person in case further information is requested by the regional forester.

3. Upon receipt of a request, the Regional Wilderness Program Manager (or their alternate) will immediately contact the Director of Fire and Aviation Management (FAM) (or their Acting).  Together, they will immediately contact the Regional Forester or Deputy Regional Forester for approval/denial.  (If the Wilderness Program Manager is unable to contact the Director of FAM within a reasonable period of time, he/she will proceed on his/her own to contact the Regional Forester to begin the approval process). 

4. As soon as possible, the Wilderness Program Manager will notify the Forest Supervisor or contact person (identified in 2.f. above) of the approval/denial of their request.  Such approval/denial may be verbal.  If the request is denied, the denial will outline any modifications that would be needed in order to have the request be reconsidered.

5. If the initial request for dozer use was verbal, within 24 hours of the approval by the Regional Forester the Forest Supervisor shall submit to the Regional Forester a written request for dozer use, outlining the request as described above.

6. The Regional Office will then use this documentation to prepare the written approval notification.  This approval notification will be provided to the Forest Supervisor.  Copies of all written requests and approvals must be retained in the Regional Office.

7. All approved bulldozer requests must be entered into the forest’s Infra-Wild database and included in the annual report. 

8. Provide follow-up notification to the Regional Wilderness Program Manager regarding whether dozer lines were constructed, rehabilitation actions taken or planned, and whether the dozer line was effective in containing the fire. 

	Wilderness Resource Advisors 2008

	Name
	Location
	Qualifications
	Contact Information

	Timothy Williams
	RO
	S-580, WRA
	707.562.8838

	Debra Clarke
	Trabuca RD, Cleveland NF
	WRA
	951.736.1811 x3227

	Kyle Kinports
	Santa Barbara RD, Los Padres NF
	WRA
	805.967.3481 x213

	Cynthia Lusk
	Plumas NF
	WRA
	530.283.7624

	Fran Herbst
	Tahoe NF
	WRA
	530-478-6852

	Robert Mason
	Sierra NF
	WRA
	559.855.5355 x3325

	Marc Nelson
	Los Padres NF
	WRA
	661.245.3731 ext. 230

(c) 661-549-4652

	Dave Weaver
	Santa Lucia RD, Los Padres NF
	WRA
	805-925-9538

	Joe Duran
	Santa Lucia RD, Los Padres NF
	WRA
	805-925-9538 ext.220 

	Kevin Cooper
	Los Padres NF
	WRA
	805-925-9538

ext. 216

	Mike Morse
	Inyo NF
	WRA
	760.924.5511

	Calder Reid
	Inyo NF
	WRA
	760.876.6218

	David Reis
	Humboldt Toiyabe
	WRA
	775.352.1267

	Brian Spitek
	Inyo NF
	WRA
	760.876.6217

	Jim Webb
	Santa Barbara RD
	WRA
	805.967.3481 x252

	Phil McNeal
	Happy Camp & Oak Knoll RD, Klamath NF
	EMT, FF Type 2, M-580
	530-493-1718

	Adam Barnett
	Stanislaus NF
	WRA
	209-965-3434 x5369 

	Freddie Duncan
	Angeles NF
	WRA
	626-335-1251 x242

	Jun Kinoshita
	Yosemite NP
	WRA
	209-379-1317 


