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	Subject:
	Delegation of Authority for Approval of Motorized Equipment/Mechanical Transport in Wilderness and Process to Request Use of Bulldozers in Wilderness  

	
	

	To:
	Forest Supervisors   

	
	

	 


This letter and enclosures supersede regional direction dated May 30, 2007, on the same subject, and provide information on:

· the process and delegations of authority for approving use of motorized equipment and mechanical transport in wilderness for administrative and emergency purposes, and

· the process to request use of bulldozers in wilderness as provided for under section 4(c) and 4(d)(1) of the Wilderness Act and FSM 2326.1. 

I. Administrative Use.  

Delegation of Authority:  I delegate responsibility to Forest Supervisors for decisions on administrative use of motorized equipment and mechanical transport within wilderness, provided that the Forest Supervisor has attended the National or Regional Wilderness Stewardship Training course sponsored by the Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center.  (See Enclosure (1) for a complete list of Supervisors with the requisite training.)

Forest supervisors who have not attended the requisite training may not authorize use of motorized equipment or mechanical transport in wilderness for administrative purposes, and requests to authorize such uses should be forwarded to the Regional Forester via the Regional Wilderness Program Manager for consideration. 
II. Emergency Use.  

Delegation of Authority:  FSM 2326.04c authorizes Forest Supervisors to approve use of motorized equipment and mechanical transport in wilderness for “Emergencies where the situation involves an inescapable urgency and temporary need for speed beyond that available by primitive means” (emphasis added).  By this letter, I am authorizing Forest Supervisors to delegate to District Rangers of the unit on which emergency use of motorized equipment or mechanical transport is being proposed authority to approve such use if that line officer has attended the National or Regional Wilderness Stewardship training.  
III. Use of Bulldozers in Wilderness.  
Only the Regional Forester may approve bulldozer (a.k.a. tractor) use in wilderness (FSM 2326.04c).  (See Enclosure (2) for an optional template to request bulldozer approval.)

Enclosure (3) contains additional guidance regarding the procedures to follow when authorizing the above uses in wilderness.  This direction will be incorporated into a regional supplement to FSM 2320.  If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Vail, Wilderness Program Manager, at 707-562-8837; Marlene Finley, Director for Recreation, Wilderness, and Heritage Resources, at 707-562-8856; or Valerie Guardia, Deputy Director for Recreation, Wilderness, and Heritage Resources, at 707-562-8658.   

	

	/s/ James M. Peña (for)

	RANDY MOORE

	Regional Forester


Enclosures

cc:  Marlene Finley

Ed Hollenshead

r5_fire_north_zone

r5_fire_south_zone

pdl r5 rec officers   

[image: image2.png]


 
Caring for the Land and Serving People
Printed on Recycled Paper    [image: image3.png]Y
%W





[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.png][image: image3.png]